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At  the  beginning  of  1947  world  hog  nuiobers,  estimated  at  about  257  million 
head,  were  approximately  3,6  million  less  than  in  a  year  earlier.    This  decrease 
of  1.5  percent  in  1946  reduced  world  hog  numbers  to  17  percent  below  the  1931- 
40  average.    In  1946,  substantially  large  decreases  in  hog  nuiobers  occurred 
primarily  in  the  Soviet  Union,  United  States,  and  Argentina,  and  these  were  only 
partially  offset  during  the  year  by  increases  in  France,  central  European 
countries,  China,  Philippines  and  small  increases  in  several  other  countries. 

The  decline  in  world  hog  numbers  is  attributed  primarily  to  the  continued 
strong  demand  for  grain  for  human  consumption,  a  severe  drought  during  the  late 
summer  in  southeastern  Europe  and  the  Soviet  Union,  shortage  of  feed  supplies 
and  uncertainty  of  hog  prices  at  breeding  tiine  in  the  United  States  and 
Argentina,  and  unfavorable  hog-feed  ratios  in  other  countries.    In  some  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  however,  the  feed  situation  improved. 

The  world  food  situation  in  1947  will  determine  to  a  large  extent,  whether 
sufficient  grains  are  going  to  be  available  for  maintenance  of  present  hog 
numbers  and  to  encourage  increased  breedings  during  the  year.  ^ 

In  countries  where  numbers  have  been  largely  reduced,  owing  to  war, 
drought  and  economic  circumstances,  recovery  will  depend  primarily  on  the 
ability  of  these  countries  to  produce  or  import  feed  in  excess  of  bread  grains 
or  coarse  grains  required  for  human  consumption. 

Hog  numbers  on  farms  in  the  United  States  by  January  1,  1947,  had  decreased 
to  56.9  million  head,  a  decline  of  7  percent,  or  4.4  million  head  from  a  year 
earlier.    This  decrease  reflected  the  11-percent  drop  which  occurred  in  the 
fall  pig  crop.    Shortage  of  feed  supplies  earlier  in  the  year  and  uncertainties 
as  to  hog  prices  caused  farmers  to  breed  fewer  sows  for  fall  farrowings.  The 
December  pig  report  indicated  a  6-percent  increase  in  1947  spring  farrov/ings. 
Fall  farrowings  may  also  be  larger,  especially  if  the  current  favorable  hog- 
corn  price  relationship  continues. 

In  Canada,  hog  numbers  on  farms  on  last  December  1  totaled  5.9  million 
head,  a  2-percent  increase  over  the  previous  year's.    This  reverses  the  down- 
ward trend  for  the  first  time  since  early  1944,  and  reflects  the  5 -percent  in- 
crease in  the  1946  fall  pig  crop.    As  a  result  of  a  more  favorable  hog-feed 
ratio  during  the  latter  part  of  1946,  it  is  estimated  that  6  percent  more  sows 
were  bred  to  farrow  during  the  first  6  months  following  December  1,  than  in  a 
year  earlier. 
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Cuban  iiog  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  about  775,000  head  in  1947,  an  increase 
of  10,000  head  over  1946.     V/ith  more  feed  available  and  a  large  deriand  fcr  meat, 
however,  hcg  nui^bers  in  1947  may  possibly  show  a  greater  increase.    Llexicc,  though 
handicapped  by  foot-and-mouth  disease,  is  expected  to  maintain  1945  and~19"46  levels 
during  1947 . 

Hog  nijmbers  in  Argentina  are  estimated  at  4.5  million  head,  about  500,000  head 
less  than  a  year  previous,  but  still  approximately  20  percent  above  the  1951-40 
average.     The  hog  industry  has  not  revived  from  liq_uidations  which  occurred  in  194^. 
and  continued  into  1946  because  of  the  relatively  unfavorable  hog-feed  price  rela- 
tionship.   Recovery  continues  to  be  retarded  by  scarcity  of  breeding  stock  for  ex- 
pansion, uncertainty  over  grain  and  pork  export  prices,  and  an  lanfavorable  hog-fee( 
price  relationship.    Hog  n^Jimbers  in  1947  are  expected  to  remain  below  the  1946  lev 

Brazi 1 ,  the  principal  hog-producing  country  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  had 
its  nuirjbers  reduced  by  an  outbreak  of  hog  cholera  v/hich  in  1946  reached  epidemic 
proportions  in  several  states.     Although  statistical  data  are  very  incomplete,  hog 
numbers  are  believed  to  be  somewhere  around  25  million  head.     Other  South  Ai'ierican 
countries  reflect  only  moderate  changes  in  ho  -  n'm'-±ers. 

Hog  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  on  June  1946  totaled  1,959,000  head,  a  9- 
percent  decrease  from  a  year  earlier.     This  niimber  is  sligntly  less  than  half  the 
1931-40  average.     Adverse  weather  conditions  during  the  harvesting  season  and  a 
generally  tight  feed  situation  led  to  fov/er  sows  "^eing  bred  during  the  latter  part 
of  1946.     Bred  sows  in  September  1946  ..ere  over  15  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
Decreased  farrovdngs  v^ill  reflect  a  smaller  pig  crop  in  the  first  part  of  the  2^ear 

In  Denmark,  hog  n^ombers ,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  were  7  percent  less 
than  a  year  ago,  but  also  only  about  half  the  1951-40  average.     This  is  the  third 
successive  year  that  hog  n-urabers  have  declined.     An  ^unfavorable  IxOg-feed  price  re- 
lationship is  regarded  as  the  primary  deterrent  to  recovery  of  hog  nLii'.ibers. 

In  Switzerland ,  it  is  esti^-iated  that  hog  nui'iibers  in  April  1947  ;;ill  ce  slight 
below^  a  year  previous  and  only  about  two-thirds  of  prewar.  Apparently,  recovery  i 
being  retarded  by  a  shortage  of  feed  concentrates. 

Last  ITay,  hog  numbers  in  the  Netherlands  v.-sre  about  41  percent  belcv;  T?rewar, 
and  a  further  decrease  is  anticipated  for  1947.     An  unfavorable  feed  situation  and 
a  reduction  in  the  n^umber  of  breeding  sov;s  is  expected  to  lower  the  1947  spring 
crop.     Although  hog  numbers  in  Belgium  showed  considerable  recovery  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1946,  total  n^jmbers  dropped  off  slightly  by  thp  first  of  this  year  and  are 
now  less  than  two- thirds  of  prev/ar.     Shortage  of  feed  resulted  in  the  disposal  of 
young  pigs  at     light  weight  and  the  breeding  of  fewer  sows. 

Hog  nuiebers  in  the  area  of  prev/ar  Germany  dropped  sharpl;^  during  1945,  but  ir. 
1946  hog  n'jmbers  in  Occupied  Zones  increased  about  half  a  million  head.  Delayed 
slaiughterings  in  1946  are  believed  to  acco^^t  for  most  of  the  increase  during  the 
year.     In  1946  the  critical  need  for  hu_mar  food  resulted  in  emphasis  beinr,  placed 
on  production  of  breadgrains,  and  as  a  result,  output  of  coarse  grains  required  f^ 
hogs  was  decreased.     Consequently,  hog  numbers  are  being  adjusted  downward  in  lint 
with  the  reduced  feed  supplies. 


Information  available  from  Poland  indicates  some  increase  in  hog  numbers  durin 
1946  and  1947,  but  ntonibers  are  believed  to  be  about  hal"?  the  1931-4C  average.  .In 
Czechoslovakia ,  hog  numbers,  at  the  beginning  ct  lO-.'' ,   -howed  about  a  quarter  of  a 
million  head  increase  over  a  year  earlier  and  are  now  almost  at  the  19ol-4C  level* 
If  the  rate  of  increase  continues,  the  ore^/ar  level  will  be  passed  this  spring.  Re- 
covery has  been  relatively  rapid  because  of  a  favorable  hog-feed  ratio.     vVliile  hog 
numbers  in  Austria  increased  about  one- third  during  1946,  th-y  are  still  less  than 
half  the  prewar  level.     The  present  feed  situation,  acccrding  to  reports,  does  not 
warrant  rehabilitation  of  hog  numbers  and  a  reduction  may  even  occur  during  1947. 

In  the  Balkan  coiuntries,  hog  n^ui-ibers  in  Yugoslavia  reached  and  exceeded  the  pr'- 
war  level  in  1946,  and  Greece  almost  reached  a  similar  level,  v^hile  decreases  were 
reflected  in  Bulgaria  and  Rumania ,  with  Hungary  shov.'ing  an  increase  during  tne  year- 
Numbers  in  Hungary  and  Rumania  are  approximately  45  and  42  percent,  respectively,  c: 
the  1931-40  average,  and  in  Bulgaria,  they  are  slightly  less  than  tv;c-thirds  the 
1931-40  average  numbers. 

The  number  of  hogs  in  Franc e  last  fall  was  over  10  percent  greater  than  in  the 
fall  of  1945,  but  is  now  only  slightly  more  than  twc-tnirds  of  the  19^1-40  ev^r^ige. 
An  improved  feed  situation  and  continuation  of  high  prices  for  meat  during  tn-;^ 
latter  part  of  1946  may  be  reflected  in  a  larger  spring  pig  crop. 

In  the  Soviet  union ,  ,  hog  n^amxbers,  according  to  a  recent  report,  have  decreasec 
by  1.5  million  head,   or  about  17  percent  during  1946.    This  is  about  61  percent  be- 
low the  1931-40  average.     Recovery  w^as  further  retarded  by  a  severe  drought  in  the 
Ukraine  and  southern  part  of  the  country  daring  the  latter  part  of  the  suminer. 
Present  hog  numbers  are  believed  to  be  fairly  close  to  the  low  wartimxo  levels. 

Af ri  ca  *  s  hog  numbers,  according  to  best  obtainable  data,  are  believed  to  have 
remained  about  the  same  throughout  the  year.     Although  hog  nijif.bers  in  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  dropped  soFiewhat  during  1946,  this  decrease  v^-as  more  than  offset  by  an 
increase  in  LTadagascar ,  v;here  favorable  conditions  prevailed.     An  extensive  and  pro- 
longed drought  in  the  Union  of  South  .^d'rica  in  1945,  extending  to  January  1946, 
resulted  in  poor  maize  crops  and  shortage  of  other  feed  concentrates,  and  consequen"^ 
ly  a  reduced  number  of  hogs. 

Hog  numbers  in  Australia ,  as  of  March  1946,  shov/ed  a  decline  of  over  12  nerceni 
from  March  of  1945,  but  n^ambers  are  still  more  than  ?.0  percent  above  the  1951-40 
average.     Drought  conditions  in  1944,  1945,  and  in  1946,  and  the  resultant  feed 
sh^ortage  have  caused  a  decrease  of  over  10  percent  in  the  number  of  breeding  so'ws, 
according  to  March  1946  figures.     Decreased  farrovnngs  will  undoubtedly  be  reflectec 
in  reduced  numbers  in  1947.    New  Zealand  showed  a  decline  of  almost  S  percent  and 
still  is  18  percent  below  the  1931-40  average.     Feed  shortage  caused  by  the  s^omir-er 
drought  resulted  in  some  liquidation  of  pigs  during  1946. 

Hog  numbers  in  China,  the  principal  producer  in  Asia,  decreased  about  1  percen+ 
in  1946,  and  are  now  about  one-fifth  below  the  1931-40  average.    Wartime  condition., 
in  the  late  thirties  and  up  to  the  present  time  are  one  of  the  principal  causes  for 
smaller  hog  numbers  in  the  past  decade.     In  1946,  hog  n^ombers  in  the  Philippines 
apparently  increased  considerably  and  are  reported  to  be  very  rapidly  approaching 
prewar  levels.     Smaller  war  losses  in  noncomibat  areas  than  originally  estimated  h^ve 
accounted  largely  for  the  restoration  of  numbers.     Hog  numbers  in  Japan  are  less 
than  one-fourth  of  the  1931-40  average  and  are  still  decreasing.     Korea  and  Foimo.^^ 
are  believed  to  be  making  reas o nably  rapid  recovery. 
Approved  by  CFAR  Comnittec  on  Foreign  Crop  and  LivestocK  Statistics* 
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